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"Back of the deed was the doer, back of the doer, the dream:' - H.H. Cherry, Founding President

•

Geography & Geology Department
Head David Keeling traveled to Buenos
Aires, Argentina this summer, where he
consulted with Argentine government
officials on transportation development
issues. The country is experiencing a
slow recovery from near bankruptcy in
2002 and has developed ambitious plans
to rebuild its national transportation infrastructure. Keeling's recent research on Latin
America's transport challenges,
published last fall in the Journal
of Latin American Geography,
has been critical of government
failures to develop meaningful
plans to address accessibility
and mobility challenges in the
region. Dr. Juan Alberto Roccatagliata, who is the Director
of National Railroad Development for Argentina's Ministry of
Transportation, has been collaborating with Keeling on development issues in Argentina
for 20 years. He has proposed
an ambitious series of projects to rehabilitate the region's
railroad network, including the
hemisphere's first high-speed
rail link.
Western Kentucky University's
Center for Professional Selling
has received full certification as
a Sales Center, becoming one of

13 certified centers in the United States.
This certification also makes the WKU
Sales Center the only certified program
in Kentucky and regional states of Missouri, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee
and West Virginia. WKU is now a sitting
board member of the University Sales
Center Alliance organization.

David Keeling

An $898,781 grant from the National
Science Foundation's prestigious Robert
Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program has
been awarded to WKU. This program
seeks to encourage talented science,
technology, 'e ngineering, and mathematics (STEM) majors and professionals to
become K-12 mathematics and science
teachers. The WKU team will
work together to initiate and
maintain what will be known as
the WKU Science and Mathematics Alliance for Recruitment and Retention of Teachers
(SMARRT) Program.
Faculty and students in the
Department of Geography &
Geology have been continually
exploring new ways to present
human-environment interaction
on maps. Over the past three
years, Cari Bourette, a recent
WKU graduate with a Master's
degree from the Geoscience
program, has been developing a
methodology to track and map
the "mood" of U.S. society to
forecast near-future periods of
social or economic instability.
Bourette is co-founder of A New
Story Foundation in Bowling
Green, a not-for-profit organization designed to conduct
research on issues of sustainability.

KAy GANDY, Associate Professor in the

School of Teacher Education and cocoordinator of the Kentucky Geographic
Alliance, received the Higher Education
Distinguished Teaching Award at the
National Council for Geographic Education
conference. The award is designed to
recognize and support excellence in
geography teaching among college and
university educators.

Kay Gandy

Phil Womble, Professor in Physics & Astronomy; Buddy
Steen, Executive Director of the Center for Research and
Development; and Ron Hopper, of the Cyber Defense Laboratory, the Applied Research & Technology Program; and
the Office of Sponsored Program, in conjunction with Arizona and Mississippi State Universities, secured an I8-month,
$1,350,000 award. It is in the form of a research cooperative with Electronic Warfare Associates to work on one of
the nation's top priorities: cybersecurity, which involves the
protection and encryption of digital data, identities, finances
and transactions. The research group includes members of
the Math and Computer Science Department, the Sociology Department, and the Physics & Astronomy Department,
along with a host of students and research scientists.

Western Kentucky University journalism students' work on
immigrants and refugees in Bowling Green was featured in
a special gallery exhibit. Students in the Fleischaker-Greene
Scholars Program, an advanced honors journalism class,
spent the spring semester documenting some of the many
international newcomers to our community. The arrival of
thousands of refugees and immigrants has helped transform
Bowling Green from a sleepy Southern college town to a
small city teeming with diversity. The students traveled as
far as Chicago to work on their stories and dealt with issues
ranging from language barriers to tracking down public
records. The gallery exhibit, American Dreams: Immigrants
and Refugees in Bowling Green," began September 18.
1/

Veterans Day at WKU

G.l. Jobs magazine has named WKU as
one of the top "military friendly" schools
for 2010. WKU ranks in the top 15 percent
of schools that best accommodate
soldiers and other military personnel.
Included in WKU's efforts are special
tuition rates, degree programs at Fort
Knox, awarding credit for specialized
military training and occupational
specialty, actively coordinating programs
and accommodations from the Military
Installation Voluntary Review Board.

Jim Berger, Associate Professor in Educational Administration, Leadership &
Research, has been elected as President
of the Kentucky Association of Adult
and Continuing Education (KAACE) for
the 2010-2012 term. He will take office
beginning January 2010. KAACE serves
adult educators, practitioners, administrators, and professors in the Commonwealth who work with adult learners.

Students at the Artificial Intelligence Lab
this semester will be getting first -hand
experience in the robotics industry. The
Center for Research and Development
and Smart Robots, Inc., have teamed
up to provide 14 functional robots for
the lab. The Smart Robot stands at 3.5
feet tall, and has a 50-pound carrying
capacity. Their capabilities include web
connectivity, vision, sensors for de-

tecting movement, as well as limitless
potential. They will be used in outreach
opportunities with high school students,
in interdisciplinary courses on campus,
and as a research opportunity for both
faculty and students. Computer Science
students next semester will be given the
task of choosing a project that incorporates the robot for a semester's worth of
work. They will be required to not only
write a program, but implement it using
the machine.
Governor's School for the Arts alumni
who entered WKU this fall as music
majors include: Jessica Boeglin of Bowling Green; Cara Florence of Brownsville;
Amber Jochim of Dale, Indiana; Daniel
. McKillip of Bowling Green; Molly Nance
of Bowling Green; and Will Pope of
Bowling Green.

WKU's chapter of The National Society
of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS) recently
received the Gold Award in Washington,
nc. The Gold Award is only given to
the most active and engaged chapters.
liThe members of WKU's NSCS chapter are amazing," said Colleen Grosch,
the NSCS national staff representative
who works with WKU's chapter officers.
"They have gone above and beyond
by creating innovative programs and
expanding and improving existing programs, and have provided exceptional
experiences for the members."
In July 2009, WKU senior Melissa Gensler

refined her artistry in Casperia, Italy by
studying with Grammy Award-winning
flutist Rhonda Larson. Gensler performed her senior recital on October 2
at WKU.

A student works with a Smart Robot in the Artificial Intelligence Lab
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At the annual Kentucky Geospatial
Summit hosted by the Kentucky
Association of Mapping Professionals
(KAMP) in Frankfort, KEVIN CARY,
GISP, Instructor in the Geographic
Information Science (GIS) program,
and GIS Facilities Manager, accepted
the KAMP's Exemplary System Award
for WKU's GIS program. WKU has
developed a rich GIS program. WKU
has a B.S. in GIS, where students use
the campus labs to work on real-world
projects using GIS for analysis.
Kevin Cary and student
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